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It's Come to This:

President Cole Addresses Heights Residents

President Susan Cole addressed Heights residents last week.

Jamie Wisniewski
Staff Writer

President Susan
Cole met with Machuga
Heights residents on

Jan. 18 to discuss the extensive building damages
that occurred during the
fall semester. By the second week of the semester,

Hawk Eyes

Student AuCo Lai texting.

Stephanie Agudelo
Staff Writer

As residents of the newlyconstructed Heights living
complex dutifully filed into
Memorial Auditorium on
Jan. 18, they would be part
of about 2,000 students who

The Montclarion | Erica Krivda

vandalism had begun, and
by the end of the semester,
the Heights incurred thousands of dollars in damages.

Lounge furniture, floor
tiles, elevator buttons and
window blinds were damaged. Fire alarm wires
were cut and soap dispens-

ers and thermostats were
ripped off of walls. Televisions were completely destroyed and an elevator
Heights Continued on Page 4

Recovery Room Introduced
A New Place for Students to Talk

The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey

would listen as Montclair
State University President
Susan A. Cole expressed
her utter disappointment
with the Heights Community.
The majority of the stu-

Eyes Continued on Page 6

Students will have access to a safe, confidential setting where they can
network with others.
Haylee Lenkey
Assistant News Editor

The Drop-In Center hosted its first Recovery Room
on Tuesday. Run as a loose,
confidential meet-up, it is
geared towards students in

recovery that are in need
of a safe, secure environment to network with others.
“We need to reduce the
fear and stigma sometimes
associated with a person
in recovery and link stu-

The Montclarion | Andrew Mears

dents up to the proper support services to help them
achieve their academic
goals,” said Dr. Marie Cascarano, Health Promotion

Recovery Continued on Page 6
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Bryanne Brock and nonstudent Justin Leone were charged
1 On Jan. 17: Student
with smoking in public while in Gibson Hall. The defendants are scheduled to appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.

2

On Jan.17: Student Heather Margulies, 21, of East Brunswick, was arrested and

3

On Jan. 18: Nonstudent Kevin Bradley, 21, of Belleville, was arrested for disor-

4

On Jan 20: Charles Greenhalgh, 65, of Montclair, was arrested for driving under

charged with possession of marijuana under 50 grams and possession
of drug paraphernalia while in Basie Hall. Margulies is scheduled to
appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.

derly conduct while in Lot 46. Bradley is scheduled to appear in Little
Falls Municipal Court.
the influence of alcohol while on Clove Road. Greenhalgh is scheduled
to appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.

5
Lot 19. This case is under investigation.
responded to a verbal dispute at Basilone Hall. All parties
6 On Jan. 21: Officers
were identified and declined to pursue charges against one another.

On Jan. 21: A student reported being harassed by three unknown males while in
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On Jan. 23: Nonstudent Brian Lewis, 21, of Edison, was arrested and charged
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On Jan. 23: A student reported an act of criminal mischief when he discovered
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Corrections
In the issue for January 19, 2012,
it was printed in the Police Blotter
that a Dana Berkefield was charged
with filing a false police report. The
arrestee's name was student Caitlin Berkefield and she was charged
with filing a false police report and
also with a false public alarm.
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Poles Now Block Access to Campus

Cars and other vehicles now have restricted access to the University Promenade.
Katie Winters
Managing Editor

In an effort to improve student
safety, roadblocks were added to
the University Promenade, which
runs from University Hall to Dickson Hall, this semester, which has
caused controversy on campus.
Access to this road in the academic
part of campus has always been denied to personal vehicles, but with
no roadblocks and only a sign indicating that no left turn was allowed
from Webster Road, many students
and faculty have found the road to
be convenient when picking up or
dropping off large or heavy equipment and supplies in this area.
Montclair State Police Department has always had the right to
ticket or tow personal vehicles in
University Promenade. However,
some students and staff cite much
trouble in driving up to buildings.
Plans to block vehicle traffic on
University Promenade have been
in the master plan for several years
and similar roadblocks were intro-

duced by the DuMont Center at the
end of Skyline Way and by Freeman and Russ along Chapin Drive
in previous semesters.
After a student was struck by a
vehicle outside of Dickson Hall last
semester, many saw the benefit
in improving pedestrian safety on
campus. However, many students
and faculty do not see these roadblocks as a viable solution.
The roadblocks in question are
large metal poles, spaced such that
a car will not be able to proceed
down University Promenade. They
are placed into holes in the ground
and are locked in place. Keys have
been distributed to a number of faculty and staff working in the immediate area, as well as to local emergency services.
The roadblocks are heavy and the
locks are on ground level, such that
they can be covered with snow or
ice after a storm.
Many worry about that the roadblocks will hinder emergency vehicles responding to an incident
along University Promenade. Lt.
Kieran Barrett said, “All police, fire

agencies and emergency responders
have immediate access to remove
them and will do so for emergencies; we have had no problems with
access for emergency purposes.”
One concern raised was that the
roadblocks would be more difficult to remove if the cold weather
causes freezing or if snow has not
been properly removed.
One professor had a chance to
speak to the Montclair Fire Department, who told the professor
that they had keys but “rolled their
eyes” at the subject of these new
roadblocks.
Most of the opposition to the roadblocks comes from students and faculty in the fine arts departments.
"[Film students] have equipment
that's worth ten thousand dollars
and they have to bring it across
campus, with the chance of damage, whereas before they could just
drive up to the building," said Greg
Hildebrandt, the manager of the
Cage.
Hildebrandt said students making films would often need to rent
and transport a camera in its case,

The Montclarion | Sarah Sachais

cases of sound and lighting equipment as well as stands and sandbags, which would require several
trips across campus.
Students working in Finely Hall,
mostly MFA students who are responsible for providing their own
supplies and materials, are also
finding these new regulations difficult.
“It’s ludicrous to make [getting
supplies to and from Calcia] so difficult; we’re a community,” said
Professor Klaus Schnitzer, head of
the photography department. “It’s
going to be a problem for larger
equipment. The University is saying ‘make smaller stuff ’ basically.”
Schnitzer said, “There should be
specific hours when people can have
access.” He went on to say that the
university did not contact the faculty in this decision and that “it’s
very unprofessional.”
Faculty and staff hope that some
sort of compromise can be reached
along University Promenade.
Emails to the University administration were not returned.

Little Falls Mayor to Step Down
Lindsay Rassmann
Staff Writer

Little Falls Mayor Michael DeFrancisci announced his resignation Jan. 17 at a council meeting,
citing a new job offer as his reason
for leaving. DeFrancisci has served
as Little Falls Mayor since 2009.
His resignation was effective Friday.
In DeFrancisci’s farewell speech,
he said, “This decision has not been
an easy one, as I truly enjoy serving
the people of our community and as
I reflect on these last three years I
am proud of the people that worked
with me and my accomplishments.”
DeFrancisci made a number of advances as mayor. Among them was
the creation of emergency plans in
the case of flooding (four floods happened during his time as mayor)
and a new shared services contract
with the Little Falls Health Department and the city of Clifton. In
his speech, DeFrancisci also said, “I
think one of my most significant accomplishments has been the application and acquiring of grant monies that I have been able to bring
to the Township […] In the last two

years alone we have received over
$200,000 that has gone directly into
the refurbishment of our parks and
fields.”
But what does this mean for Montclair State? DeFrancisci said in his
speech that he is proud of the relationship that the township of Little
Falls and Montclair State have.
That relationship, “for the first
time allows Little Falls to be reimbursed for the service the Fire
Department provides there on a
regular basis and payment now of
approximately $48,000 annually.
Further, as a result of my relationship, just several months ago
I signed a Memorandum of Understanding with MSU that will allow
the Township to collect potential
lost tax revenue because of the sale
of the Ward Trucking site to them.
That MOU will collect an additional
$882,000 dollars for the Township
over the next five years,” DeFrancisci said.
Little Falls council president Darlene Post said, “We value our relationship with Montclair State and
look to not only continue that relationship, but to enhance it.”
DeFrancisci’s successor has yet to
be named. Because DeFrancisci was

Former Mayor Michael DeFrancisci

a Republican, under the Faulkner
Act, the Republican County Committee has 15 days to recommend
three candidates to the town council. The town council then votes on
who they feel will serve best as interim mayor.
DeFrancisci did not name the new

Photo Courtesy of Michael DeFrancisi/ lfmayormike.com.

job that caused him to resign as
mayor in his speech. He currently
works at executive director of the
Office of Consumer Protection for
the New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs. He has previously
worked as a police officer and Drug
Enforcement Agent.

4 News

The Montclarion • January 26, 2012

Heights
Continued From Page 3

door had to be replaced after being
dislodged from its track. Numerous items were stolen, including
elevator light bulbs and approximately 30 signs in the building.
President Cole appeared to connect with students about the serious subject by using sarcastic humor about the stolen
signs. Cole suggested that
students must have been in
dire need of a Walt Whitman
sign, but probably never
considered their love for his
poetry. She also mentioned
that students must find it
“cute” to have a ladies' room
sign hanging in their room.
In addition to stolen items,
an enormous amount of garbage littered the building.
Food was smeared on walls
and vomit and feces were
found in elevators, sinks
and other common areas
throughout the building.
Cole put the vulgar situation
into perspective for students
by explaining that actual
human beings need to clean
up the mess. “These are decent people working hard
to earn a living,” Cole said.
“These people, unlike you,
didn’t have a chance to go to
college.”
Melody Wang, a Heights
resident, voiced her disgust for the damage in the
Heights: “It’s really annoying seeing food and garbage
in the elevators all of the
time. Light bulbs are always
missing so the elevators are
dark and it’s not fair that I’m getting charged for it.”
President Cole stated in the
meeting that she was not talking
about vandalism, but citizenship.
Cole worked for three years to
obtain approval of a law to build
the Heights. “The opening was

a source of great pride,” Cole said.
The past semester was the first
time the university had capacity
to house all students. Cole asked
that all students respect those
who worked hard to provide such a
beautiful residence hall, as well as

Cole said. She urged students to
report any incidents that they see
immediately. The new “Hawk Eye”
is a text messaging system that allows students to send a text message to report any incidents they
see on campus.

Andrew Hatfield. “It’s much easier
to send a text than to physically
walk somewhere and report an incident.”
Marissa Stapelman, a Heights
resident, suggested that the university install cameras in the building.
“The Heights should
have video cameras
so they can see who is
causing the damage
so everyone doesn’t
have to get charged.
It might put an end to
the continuous damage, too.”
Cole wrapped up her
speech with an inspirational quote by Thomas
Jefferson: “I know no
safe depository of the
ultimate powers of the
society but the people
themselves; and if we
think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a
wholesome discretion,
the remedy is not to
take it from them but
to inform their discretion by education. This
is the true corrective
of abuses of Constitutional power.” Cole explained that Montclair
State University is like
a democracy and that
students must respect
one another.
All students are
charged for common
damage unless the university knows who is
responsible. If the student is identified, they will be responsible for
the damage, no longer be allowed to
live on campus and face possible expulsion. Students may also be held
responsible for any investigation
costs and judicial fines.

In Nov. 2011, initial damage costs soared
past $5,000.

Each student received a fee of $5.00 to pay
for the damage.
By Dec. 2011 the number increased by
$1799.98.

Students paid an additional $3.00 for this
increase in damage.

themselves.
“I am not sure if it is a form of
leftover teenage rebellion,” Cole
said. She pleaded that students demand respect for themselves and
their home.
“We can’t have eyes and ears everywhere, nor should we have to,”

“I’m not sure if the [Hawk Eye]
will work because I never see students causing any damage and most
kids probably won’t take the time to
send a text,” said Alyssa Trovarelli,
another Heights resident.
“[Hawk Eye] is a good concept
because it is campuswide,” said

Think Before
You Print!
Save trees, paper and money when you
print smart with PaperCut.

PaperCut is a print management software system that lets Montclair
State’s Division of Information Technology help you manage and
monitor your printing and printing costs.
Start printing smart today with PaperCut—and by following these
tips before you push “print.”
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Think before you print! Do you really need to print this
email, webpage, or article?

2

Use duplex printing.

3

When printing a slide show, print multiple slides
per page.

4

Always use print preview to finalize your document
before printing.

5

Save research material by emailing the URL to yourself.

6

If your document has not printed yet, do not reprint.
There may be multiple jobs ahead of yours.

7

When printing study guides or class notes, reduce
margins and font sizes to lower page counts.
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Charges to Freeman Hall Elevators
MSU Follows the Influence of Other Schools
Catherine Baxter
Assistant News Editor

Residents of the Heights are not
the only students who are being
charged for damages around campus. At the start of the spring semester, residents of Freeman Hall
were alerted that they would also
be charged for damages done to the
building.
Residents of Freeman Hall will be
charged $7.18 to their accounts via
the Residential Management System. Students are required to pay
this amount by submitting a check
or money order to the Cashier’s Office, located in College Hall.
The new charges to students in
Freeman Hall are due to damages
done to the elevators. “The only
community damage recorded thus
far [in Freeman Hall] is the elevator panel damage,” reported Dominic Petruzzelli, executive director
of Residential Education and Services.
“Someone had kicked in the control panel, which has since been replaced. Students should expect to
see the charge on their student account this week unless we identify
who is responsible for the damage.”
Even though this is the first time
during this academic year that Freeman residents are being charged,
many disapprove of the payment
they must now make.
“I don’t want to pay for [the damages],” said Alexandra Doggette,
freshman resident of Freeman Hall.
“I feel that the whole group should
not get punished.” Another resident, Carly Rosenblatt, also feels
that it is unfair to charge the entire
building for something caused by a
few people.

Freeman resident Claire Tsiporulcha believes that the charge is
unfair because the damages are
not caused by everybody. She also
believes that the elevators are
unreliable in the first place. “On
Wednesday, Jan. 18, I was stuck in
the elevator for a few seconds. After
pressing the button again [I was]
unstuck and it went to the seventh
floor. Another time, I was on the
elevator with a janitor who put a
work order in for the damages and
the janitor told me that no action
had yet been taken.”
Even though residents in both the
Heights and now Freeman Hall feel
that being charged for damages in
common areas is unnecessary and
unfair, Montclair is not the only college who take such measures.
At Rider University, Mary Chimera of Residence Life reports that
they hold a similar standard to
Montclair. Residents at Rider are
billed for damages to common areas
and these charges are split within
the entire building. Any dorm room
damage is specifically applied to the
residents within that dorm.
Similarly, at the New Jersey Institute of Technology, Karen Quackenbush of Residence Life reports
that the students are charged for
common area damages. Also, students are required to fill out a form
on move-in day, stating any damages that are already noticeable in
the rooms. If any more damages are
found at the end of the semester
that were not previously recorded,
students will then be charged to
their accounts. This is a system also
used within the residence halls at
Montclair.
Even though many students are
protesting these charges, a similar

system is used throughout many
different college campuses.
Although Freeman residents
have not been charged until this
instance, many residents believe
that the elevator is undependable
when it comes to getting them to
the proper floor. Most residents on
the first through third floors rarely
use the elevator, an example of how

charging every resident for things
they may not even use could be
construed as unfair. Students question whether charging students is
the most effective way to stop the
damages from occurring. The problem of whether residents should be
charged will always be an issue if
students continue to cause damages in their buildings.

The Montclarion | Andrew Mears

Students experience difficulty in the Freeman Hall Elevator

OPEN HOUSE!

Thursday, February 2nd 5-8 p.m.
Student Center Annex, Room 113
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Opening of Schmitt Hall Comes Under Scrutiny
Mike Conforti
Staff Writer

As renovations continue in Schmitt
Hall proceeds slowly, professors
and students exercise patience in
the transition from Dickson Hall to
their new department location.
This semester began with overseeing the effort to relocate the modern languages, Spanish and Italian
and linguistics departments into
Schmitt Hall, formerly Finley Hall.
In the process, the effort of the technological advances in the building
to operate properly and keep pace
with language students has lagged
behind.
Michael Heller, director of the
Language Learning Technology,
has pointed out that the departments had outgrown their space.
“With this new facility has come a

great expanse in technology for our
language students. And with new
technology comes the need for patience,” he said.
In the meantime, students are
enjoying the increase in space and
the simple introduction of new technology to their department. The
recognition that new opportunities
will exist in the very near future for
language learning students is motivation to stay positive.
Arthur Elwell, a senior, is excited
for the opportunity to see everything in full gear. “I think it’s going to work out very well. There’s
plenty of new technology here to
help in our language endeavors,”
said Elwell.
TeleMeasurements, the company
that won the bid to install the AV/
teleconferencing technology and
programs, is working diligently to
Schmitt Hall interior

The Montclarion | Andrew Mears

Michael Rombola (left) Rafael Auz (right)

ensure a speedy implementation of
the technology on their end.
On the other hand, a quick scan of
the first two floors shows that only
two rooms per floor are completely
ready for professor-student interaction. The remaining rooms are
either stuffed with sealed boxes or
are dark rooms with no new equipment installed.
Zoltan Garay, a freshman employed by the linguistics department, can feel the progress, despite
it being slower than expected. “Everything is coming along better
than I expected,” he said.
Laura Parrini, an adjunct professor of linguistics, is remaining
optimistic as the new technology
is applied. “I’m happy to have a

The Montclarion | Andrew Mears

new building. Everything is bigger,
cleaner and nicer. We have to be
patient,” she said.
The common complaint among
faculty revolves around the minor
issues, such as difficulty gaining
access to classrooms and offices
with SmartCards, printers that are
not yet operational and other minor bugs with the technology in the
building.
Dr. Thomas Herold, professor
in the modern languages department, has been experiencing some
of these issues. “I like the facilities,
the classrooms and the technology," he said. "Even though it is not
smooth, I can’t complain. I know it
will be great once the keycard and
office problems are resolved.”

Recovery

Continued From Page 1

coordinator.
The goal of the program is to offer students in recovery programs
the chance to meet and find others
that can understand their position
or help keep accountability. It is not
run as a formal support group or
treatment program like Alcoholics
Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous
or Al-Anon. It is stressed that students in need of a treatment program or professional counseling
should seek counsel at CAPS first.
CAPS was contacted to speak on
the matter, but were unable to comment.
Certainly, there is need for this
kind of group on campus, as there
are many students dealing with
personal paths of recovery who
might not be aware that their peers
are valuable resources on which
they may rely.
“We are finding more students are
coming to us having already been in
recovery, whether they are students
ages 18-24 who began treatment in
high school or those who postponed
college and now getting life on

track,” said Cascarona.
The idea was brought to the attention of Cascarano by an anonymous
student who felt the need for this
kind of support on campus. Held between 4-5 p.m, the Recovery Room
is the first meet-up of this kind that
has been held at MSU in years.
The program is in its early stages
and plans to grow as per the needs
of the students and the continuity of
the meetings. The Recovery Room
could include more structure in the
future should the need arise.
Sparked by an email blast sent
out on Jan. 18, there has been an
overwhelming response across campus to the emergence of the Recovery Room from faculty and students
alike, as its merits are clear and
needed.
“I think, in general, the human
experience is shared,” said Celina
Vibert, a fine arts major. “The more
of a support system you find, the
less you feel alone, no matter what
your issue, and I think taking a proactive approach to any kind of substance abuse or mental health issue

should always be commended.”
Indeed, as more students become
aware, many might be able to network and find useful resources and
support while on campus. In the
future, there are hopes that a confidential community and student
housing for those that are maintaining programs of sobriety will be
started on campus.

The primary goal of the Recovery
Room is to provide peace of mind
and support. “It’s just another support network to those students trying to achieve academic success and
I think it sends a message that the
University is here for them," said
Cascarona.

The Recovery Room is open to all
students in recovery. It is confidential.
It is not a treatment program.
It runs in the drop in center on Tuesdays
from 4-5 p.m.

Hawk Eyes
Continued From Page 1

dents that occupied the auditorium
on Wednesday were shocked as
President Cole went down the list
of damages and criminal acts that
have tarnished the halls of both
Machuga and Dinallo Heights.
“Most of you know or saw who
committed these crimes and failed
to report them,” she said.
Now, after a little over a year of
being in production, the new campuswide text messaging tip line,
cleverly named, “Hawk Eye,” is
ready to help students protect their
campus. Soon after the two mandatory meetings with the president
were held, Dr. Karen Pennington
sent out an email stating, “If you
see something, a broken window, an
act of vandalism or graffiti in progress, bullying, theft or anything out

of the norm ---- you can now text a
tip to 67283. It’s your campus. Help
keep it safe.”
According to Pennington, the
“Hawk Eye” system is a system
that was developed by a company
called RAVE, which has helped develop similar services for the campus, such as the protection system
called Guardian. And even though
this new text message tip line has
arrived in the wake of many damages to The Heights, it is a system
developed for the entire campus,
not just one particular community.
Using the new system is easy;
all you have to do is type the word
“E-Tips” in your message, followed
by whatever tip you want to give
the university and send it to the
number "67283." All messages will

be directly received and read by the
University Police and are completely confidential. This tip line can be
especially helpful to the community
because many students failed to report previous acts of crime for fear of
getting too involved or being called
a “snitch.” However, some students
are skeptical that this tip line will
make anything better.
“The damages to the heights are
unfortunate; the buildings are
beautiful and brand new. It’s really a shame a few rotten apples
are ruining it for the whole batch.
However, this 'Hawk Eyes' system
won’t work; people aren’t going to
tell because they don’t want to be
snitches, no matter what form they
tell the administration," said junior
and Dinallo Heights resident Josh

Firestone.
Whether or not Montclair State
University students choose to use
their “Hawk Eyes” and protect our
campus, Pennington hopes that students respond well to this new system and assures us that catching
criminals is not their top priority.
“We are more interested in teaching students to be good citizens than
catching them in the act of doing
something wrong. It's more about
lifelong skills of living in a civil society than punishment. College is
about education and learning how
to be part of a productive society,"
she said.
To find out more information
about any of the systems mentioned
above, go to www.getrave.com.
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February

Feb. 9, 10, 15, 16 & 17 • 7:30p.m. |
Feb. 11 & 18 • 8:00p.m. | Feb. 12 & 19 • 2:00p.m.
Department of Theatre and Dance

Romeo and Juliet
L. Howard Fox Theatre

Feb. 17 • 7:30p.m.
John J. Cali School of Music

MSU Wind Symphony
Alexander Kasser Theater

Feb. 18 • 8:00p.m.
Photo: Montclair State University/Mike Peters.

John J. Cali School of Music

MSU Symphony Orchestra
Alexander Kasser Theater

World Premiere | Now Thru January 29

Bill T.Jones/Arnie Zane

Dance Company
Story/Time

Featuring Bill T. Jones

973-655-5112 | www.peakperfs.org
*Undergraduate students at MSU receive one ticket at no additional charge to every event through the Performing Arts Fee with their valid student I.D.

Photo by Paul B. Goode, Gene Pittman

Conceived and Directed by
Bill T. Jones
Choreography by Bill T. Jones
with Janet Wong and
members of the company
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Louixsie Doyle
Staff Writer

When you think of feminism, no
matter how often or rarely that may
be, any number of things may come
to mind. Feminism defined is simply
a lens that opens your eyes to gender
inequalities around you; it is quite
likely, however, that the negative
stereotypes that dismiss feminists as
man-haters have made an impression
on you already. Last week I briefly
discussed the f-word, but but just as
important as feminism are the tenets

of femin-isn’t:
Feminism doesn’t dictate how you
groom or dress. Feminists are averse
to shaving, so the myth goes. While
many feminists won’t shy away
from a razor or lacerate you with
body hair, feminism does open your
mind up to question why you feel
compelled to partake in the beauty
routine you may otherwise subconsciously perform every morning.

FEature
Femin-isn’t

Where does it say that women are expected to shave themselves to a point
to prepubescent purity? Does what
you’re wearing truly reflect your idea
of sexy or attractive, or does it look
eerily similar to what the girl next to
you is wearing?
Feminists don’t hate men. Certain feminist subcultures, like subsets
of radical feminism, lesbian separatism and riot grrrl, place importance
on giving women, as Virginia Woolf
would call it, “a room of their own.”
To a degree, this creed can maintain
an attitude of gender equality: as a
social minority group, women may

deserve a separate space to better
highlight their achievements and
experiences. But taken too far, this
becomes a muddled femin-isn’t.
Feminism is about equality of the
sexes—it goes against its very definition to demand women be placed
higher than men. Some of the fiercest advocates of gendered change are
men and trans individuals. While

feminists may disagree on the need
for women-only “safe” spaces, trans
and cis men are never to be excluded
as feminists.
Feminism isn’t about universally
adoring every female you meet. Additionally, while men are not the enemy
of feminism, not all women are ready
to become feminists. This becomes a
frustrating concept for anyone who
has absorbed the lessons of any basic
women’s studies lecture—after all,
women are paid less than men, don’t
have full control over their reproductive bodies, comprise more than half
the reported cases of HIV globally,

Courtesy of Mair Sierra

MSUFeature@gmail.com

lationships with men.
Feminists don’t burn bras. This
myth stemmed from the 1968 Miss
American pageant. A radical feminist group from New York City protesting the racism and sexism within
the contest created a “Freedom Trash
Can” and tossed away items of oppression (including high heels, false
eyelashes, girdles, curlers, corsets,
pornographic magazines and, yes,
bras). No fire permit was acquired
and no flames or bras were ignited.
Feminists aren’t humorless. Tina
Fey and Amy Poehler, NBC’s line-up
darlings, have boldly reclaimed the F-

Word on national television and still
manage to pull in high ratings with
critically acclaimed “30 Rock” and
“Parks and Recreation.” Even the
“most trusted name in news,” The
Daily Show with Jon Stewart, lacked
a recurring segment on women’s issues until Kristen Schaal stepped in.
Elizabeth Banks and Jane Lynch have
both broken into boys’ club films with
impeccable
comedic
timing that rival Jude
Appatow’s and Christopher Guest’s circles.
Roseanne Barr brought
in accolades during her
self-titled Roseanne’s
decade on television,
ranging from making
#1 on the Nielsen ratings to breaking into the
top 25 of “TV Guide’s
Greatest 100 Episodes
of All Time.” On the
margins of feminist humor, you can find indie
favorite Carrie Brownstein’s teasing homage
to hipster mecca PortCourtesy of montclair.edu
and develland, in “Portlandia.” And
oping an eating disorder. UnfortuMargaret Cho and Wanda Sykes fearnately, not only are women largely
lessly dissect subjects with shrewd
oppressed as a group but this potencriticism even taboo among older
tial community is further fragmented
generations of feminists, like race
by social standards that promote
and sexual intersectionalities.
girl-hate and competition. Feminism
Feminism isn’t a white, upperdoesn’t condone nasty girl behavior,
middle-class woman’s issue. The
nor does it condemn nice boy behavmore socially conservative liberal
ior. Riot grrrls of the 1990s advocated
feminist movement of the 1970s osfor a utopian notion of platonic “girltracized women of color, transsexuals
love.” Although other feminists have
and lesbians, and women who didn’t
been able to appreciate the idealistic
conform to their particular perspecsimplicity of this idea, it’s also unretive. In light of this, contemporary
alistic to assume you will form a sisfeminism has been especially consciterhood with every female you meet.
entious of integrating the myriad exFeminists aren’t all lesbians. Just
periences of women.
as feminism doesn’t require that
Feminism won’t judge you for
you platonically love all women, it
your personal choices. This includes
doesn’t require that you romantieverything from your decision to
cally or sexually love them either. It
carry a fetus to term or get an aboris a tired stereotype that all feminists
tion, becoming a housewife, pursuare lesbians. Misogyny, defined as
ing a doctorate, joining the army, bethe hatred of women, may be pracing straight/lesbian/gay/bisexual/
ticed by anyone regardless of gender
queer, changing your sex to match
or sexual orientation. Not all femiyour gender or simply deciding to
nists are lesbians and not all lesbians
take another drink, wear that skirt
are feminists. Being surrounded by
(or pants) because it makes you feel
strong women or learning to appreciattractive and go home alone or with
ate all the facets of sexuality may exsomeone new. As long as you believe
pose you to lesbianism or even bring
men and women deserve equality,
you to new conclusions about your
you’re a feminist. Congratulations!
own sexuality, but many feminists
are still in happy, fulfilling, equal reare trafficked in 135+ countries including the United States (notoriously through the tri-state area), make
up 70% of the world’s poor and twothirds of the world’s illiterate population, have their histories ignored in
many college courses, and are at an
increased likelihood of being sexually assaulted, abused by their partner
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Liters of Culture
Craig McCarthy
Web Editor

Across the street from the international bus services depot, far from
the main drag of bars on Washington
Avenue in Hoboken is a little piece of
Austro-Hungarian culture, or should
I say pint? The Pilsener Haus & Biergarten is masked as a warehouse in a
strange area making it a little hard to
find but it is a small price to pay for
being able to park in Hoboken.
The entrance is a cast iron gate,
standing two persons tall reminiscent
of old architecture that you’d see in
a classic World War II movie. These
gates seem to transport you into an
Oktoberfest celebration that goes on
year round.
Wooden picnic tables line the
outside area, each almost 12 feet in
length, topped by two umbrellas with
tall patio heaters keeping the courtyard open as long as waiters or waitresses can serve drinks. Each side of
a table could hold eight comfortable
customers, and with six tables the patio was prepared for drinking games
and Eastern European festivities for
at least 96 patrons.
“The best part is they encourage
you to bring a deck of cards or play
quarters,” says Montclair graduate
Stacy McCoy. “I honestly feel like I
am in the movie ‘Beerfest’ when I go
with a bunch of my friends.”
And that is just the outside, a quarter of the giant pub restaurant revolving around socializing. As you walk
inside, you feel as if you are entering a
great hall that could be a set for a medieval movie. With six giant wooden
tables that could sit 12 beer drinkers
on either side, pillars as wide as trees,

blue and white flags hanging from the
ceiling with the phrase “Munichen”
written on them, and a bar the length
of two tables, you feel as if you have
been transported into Germany.
“I went to Oktoberfest this past
year and I’d have to say that the Bier
Garden comes really close to capturing that atmosphere,” says Jon Preciado, a Montclair graduate student.
“It’s just supposed to be a social sort

was tiled with egg-white squares.
To make this place even more impressive, when you walk up four
stairs to the bathroom to the right is
a mirrored dining hall complete with
the same amount of tables, a little bit
small bar and same decor for those
busier nights.
The bartenders dressed in red suspenders, white shirt and an apron
like a butcher, minus the stains. They

Courtesy of the NJ.com

of place and since they make you sit
with everyone at these big wood tables it forces you and that’s how Oktoberfest was.”
The bar is an impressive piece of
architecture, a dark stained wood finish to match some of the bar’s specialty beers like Kostritzer, marked with
three taps with 20 imported German
beers. And for you domestic drinkers, don’t worry they also serve 50
American and European craft beers.
Twenty-five stools sat in place at the
bar and hooks for jackets hung below
the wood top as the base of the bar

served beer to patrons in $7 half-liter
mugs, $13 liter steins, and if social
sharing was the game plan the beer
is also served by the pitcher for $17.
Do yourself a favor though and order
half-liter mugs in order to try as many
German draft beers as you can, as
long as you aren’t driving, although
the average ABV hovers around five
percent.
Before teasing your taste buds
with the self-serve buffet that sits in
the corner of the restaurant, waiting for patrons to step up to sample

the veal, pork or kielbasa you must
try the Barvarian pretzel. Calling it
a pretzel is almost an insult to it because this delicious $11 appetizer is
the size of small serving tray and as
thick as a German sausage with two
dipping options. One is an in-house
spicy mustard while the other is a
cream cheese concoction of delightful deliciousness. The bartender even
ordered one for himself after our order was placed because he said, “its
still one of his favorite foods on the
menu,” and just seeing us eating it
made him want one.
The self-serve grill and rotisserie
is quite impressive, in a cafeteriastyle walk-up fashion guests order
grill items such as a frank in a toasted roll, smoked pork and veal Polish kielbasa, bratwurst, pork & veal
jalapeño and cheddar frankfurters,
Kese Krainer, which is cold-smoked
pork, beef and emmentaler cheese
sausage, and Weisswurst, a Bavarian
veal sausage. Also beef burgers, rotisserie chicken and portabella burgers,
for the vegetarians, are served which
all average around $12, for a healthy
serving.
All that food and that’s not including the seven appetizers, three salads, 10 entrees and a handful of sides
if you want to order from waiter or
waitress dressed in the same German
fashion as the bartender.
At this point you couldn’t possibly
think about dessert, but if you want
to loosen your belt after dinner and
drinks make sure you try the apple
strudel or one of the other three deserts, because its worth a food coma
for the night.

Find a Treasure on Blackbird Lane
Valentina Didonato
Assistant Feature Editor

What goes around comes around.
It has been the fashionista secret for
years, the hidden gem of celebrity
stylists and the latest affordable hipster trend, even a solution to ecogreen style. Today, vintage-style has
become democratized.
This craze for nostalgia answers
many questions for people of all age
groups, economic backgrounds and
from varied aesthetic tastes. At a fraction of the cost, anyone can now get a
piece of vintage history culminating
in true individual style all one’s own.
Vintage store shopping defines who
one is stylistically because as a consumer, there is serious editorializing
in choosing to buy a garment. True
creativity emerges, creating unique
personal style rather than cookie cutter clones that come out of shopping
malls.
Where is a rookie, (or even a veteran) vintage shopper to go? Right
here in Montclair lays the coolest
spot, Blackbird Lane. Located on
219 Glen Ridge Avenue, Montclair,
off a side street of Bloomfield Ave.,
Blackbird Lane is owned by Maureen Frances. For over 20 years, she
has believed that clothing from past
eras is “made with better quality and
had better style than most clothing of
today.” Her creative perspective has
been shaped from her experience in
New York City’s Alice Underground
and California’s American Rag (you
may recognize it as the big brand
name sold at Macy’s). Today, Maureen has opened her very own shop
to keep the artistic relics of fashion’s
past alive.
Unlike many thrift stores, Black-

For chic vintage threads, check out Blackbird Lane
in Montclair.

bird Lane is a vintage shop with
some modern pieces inspired by old
fashion designs. The combination of
new and old trends in immaculate
condition come from Maureen’s meticulous eye when she shops for pieces to bring into the store. “It’s important for me to keep things affordable
for my customers” by using the same
suppliers that span from New York,
Arizona and California—Blackbird
Lane prices are unbeatable.
The combination of one-of-a-kind
pieces, hand silk screened vintage inspired t-shirts, authentic 60s, 70s, 80s
and 90s clothing, jewelry and accessories like scarves and belts mix to

Courtesy of the Montclair Patch

make an extraordinary selection that
is constantly changing.
Supporting stores like Blackbird
Lane are the answer to todays financial strains. Many people are choosing to use expensive stores as inspiration, then finding a look for less.
With stores like Urban Outfitters and
Anthropologie basing many of their
styles on vintage pieces, thrifty shoppers are able to get a less-expensive
(and sometimes more authentic) replica.
For some, the idea of vintage shopping is gross, wearing strangers’
worn clothes certainly has a weird
stigma, but Maureen hand washes

and dry cleans each garment. Big
names like Kate Moss, Mary-Kate
and Ashley Olsen and Chloe Sevigny
are known to rock vintage clothing.
As many of us watch award shows,
or even look at street style, some big
named celebrities at the forefront of
fashion are known for wearing vintage pieces. Terms like retro, vintage
and antique are thrown around so
loosely, sometimes mis-defining what
it really means. What does vintage
actually mean? Maureen debunks the
myths, stating that “vintage is mostly
period clothing, at least twenty years
old, it’s just simply always from a
certain era.”
Vintage clothing has nearly always
been worn. But vintage clothing is
more than just a fashion statement, it
has political, social and environmental motive. Increasing environmental
sustainability awareness pushes educated consumers to reuse, recycle and
recreate rather than discard, which is
another layer in the vintage clothing
ensemble.
The transition from winter to spring
brings great sales and the onset of
many jean and military jackets, silk
screen band t-shirts, sunglasses and
hats that are new but with a vintage
appeal. Blackbird Lane has something
for all generations and genders.
Stylistically, designers who create trends are constantly inspired by
past eras and future fashion possibilities as well as the present social
and political environment. Be your
own creator, find a hidden treasure,
be economically savvy and save the
environment-now that’s chic.
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Fashionably Early
Mara Balagtas
Staff Writer

It’s official! Fashion’s Night Out
has been scheduled to make its fabulous return on Sept. 6!
For those of you yet to make a trip
to FNO, it is a one-night only event,
right in New York City. Fashion’s
Night Out, hosted by Vogue Magazine, the Council for Fashion Designers of America and NYC & Company,
is the kick-off to Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week and has gotten a reputation

for its fun give-aways, super stylish
attendees and celebrity sightings.
Last year, I had the pleasure of
attending FNO with a few friends
and it was such an amazing time!
We stopped by the Ace Hotel for the
Opening Ceremony carnival, filled
with drinks, cotton candy, photo
booths and Opening Ceremony FNO
souvenirs.

We also headed to the Teen Vogue
block party where a sea of fashion
lovers gathered for the free concerts
and manicures by Essie nail artists.
A friend and I were lucky enough
to rub elbows with Teen Vogue’s Editor-in-Chief, Amy Astley, and Fashion Market Editor, Mary-Kate Steinmiller.
If you haven’t had the chance to
yet, I suggest you clear your schedule
to take part in one of the biggest fashion celebrations in the world.
You can sign up for FNO updates
on fashionsnightout.com.

Courtesy of fashionsnightout.com

As the event gets closer you can
create your own itinerary from the
website, making sure you get to attend all of your favorite places.
It’s a hectic, but fun experience,
and you never know which fashion
icon you may run into.

Don’t Be a Fair Weather
Eco-Fan
Katherine Oakes
Staff Writer

Ahh, warm weather. Most of us
prefer it way more than temperatures
below 40 degrees. I know I sure do.
With tans, bright sunny days and ice
cream trucks, life doesn’t get much
better. Another benefit of the summertime is the ease at which one can
be Eco-friendly. Now, to be clear, it
isn’t that environmentalism fails during colder months, it simply becomes
more difficult to follow protocol. On
days when it’s freezing rain and pitch
black by 2:30 p.m., I’m not inclined to
hop on my bike and happily pedal
away to yoga class.
In those types of situations, it
seems that conveniency wins… conveniency being my car. Yet, this is no
time to send up those white, recycled
organic cotton flags, dear friends,
but time to get your creative juices
a-flowin’! I, and other environmentalists (although, they did say it first,
and definitely better), believe that in
the case of a roadblock such as this,
innovation will provide better and
longer-lasting results; as well as the
invaluable perspective gained by
thinking outside the box.
In one article last semester, I wrote
about molding the act of composting,
which is typically an outside activity,
to the needs of those without back or
front yards, like college kids in dorms.
The solution to this was a worm-box,
which effectively composts biodegradable kitchen and house waste
without any mess or odors. Ta-da! To
tackle an issue that is on everyone’s
minds, here we have the winter season, which inspires thermostats to
rise, electricity to be used, and more
time spent indoors.
The loss of heat during winter-
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time is generally unavoidable, but
the amount of heat and energy lost
is most definitely under your savvy
control! For those of us on a budget,
you don’t need to buy weather stripping to seal your doors and windows
(it is only $5 at the hardware store,
ahem), you can arrange pillows, blankets or towels to stuff around those
sneaky, heat-sucking cracks instead.
Thermostat: check.
It’s dark. It’s wintertime. You need
to see. Do you need to turn on every
light in the vicinity? No, probably
not. Turn on a few and watch your
eyes magically adjust. Screwing in a
CFL bulb (compact fluorescent light)
uses 60%-80% less energy than regular incandescent light bulbs through
an innovative technology.
What happens within CFLs is that
an electrical current is generated
through small gas ballasts (the part
that keeps an electrical current running) instead of filaments, which
emits ultraviolet light and is turned
into visible lighting through a phosphor coating on the inside of the
ballast. Thank you to Collin Dunn’s
article “CFL or Compact Fluorescent
Light Bulbs: Energy Savings, Mercury, Recycling and More” on Treehugger.com for that information. Electricity consumption: check.
It is possible to spend time outdoors and walk places rather than
driving if you feel safe doing so. Just
remember, if you have to drive somewhere be sure that you make it quick
and efficient, as to reduce pollution
and those hefty gas prices. Drag racers be warned, your 50-cylinder engines and high mileage per hour is
contributing to that ever-growing
hole in the o-zone layer. Not even an
electric car will save you there.
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Want to advertise or
promote your business?
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The Montclarion!
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gmail.com
for more information
and details.
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Time of death 6:55pm.
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My President is Back

S

		
ay what you will about
President Barack Obama, but he delivered a State of the Union Address that
was forceful and compelling.
It gave Congress a challenge to
pocket petty differences for the betterment of the populous with force
but rolled off words gracefully.
Then again, what did we expect
from a President who has been widely praised for being a skilled orator.
He spoke in direct opposition to
the rhetoric of Republican presidential candidates, most notably, Mitt
Romney. It seemed like his opportunity to speak from a higher soapbox
than his red rivals to kickoff Pres.
Obama’s reelection campaign. It asks
the question, where has this outspoken and demanding president been
the last three years?
The content of the address, however, was something to be noted and
in the hour and five minute speech
,there was a lot to take in. It offered

Joseph Trajanoski | The Montclarion

seemingly novel ideas that mirrored
plans instituted during the Great
Depression by FDR.
President Obama spoke of putting
Americans to work by hiring them to
repair roads and bridges and create
high speed internet every American,
regardless of location, can utilize.
Furthermore Pres. Obama preached to
make the country more clean-energy
reliable, which would cut costs from
the budget, and pledged to have 80
percent of the country’s electricity to be
a clean-source by 2035.
Great ideas, but why haven’t these
been talked about before?
He was criticized for not delivering
specifics, especially on the issue of tax
reform. However, he did offer a refinancing option for homeowners that
would save them money and he was
clear about the 30 percent income tax
on the wealthiest Americans.
But this is all reliant upon Congress’
ability to collaborate for the good of the

country, which seemed to be the main
point in his speech. President Obama
was also criticized for the amount subjects he addressed, making the viewers forget what was discussed three
applauses ago but it kept coming back
to Congress.
“Bring me a bill right now and I will
sign it,” he said continually. “I will sign
it right now,” he would repeat as he
slammed his hands down and scanned
the room.
College students were also mentioned in the speech. Student loans that
were supposed to double in July will not
increase. Education tax credits will continue to be available for those applying
to community colleges.
He challenged States and universities to help keep costs low for students
but made no specific guarantees to state
schools who are dependent on the state’s
devotion to higher education.
Even though it tackled so many
issues the overall message was account-

ability and action so the U.S. can return
to prosperity. But his is all contingent
upon whether or not Congress takes
action, proposes legislature and successfully passes it.
It depends on whether they do their
job, in other words.
It was a challenge that the Republicans
have been sabotaging his presidency
because establishing a political campaign for the next election. But isn’t
President Obama guilty of this as well?
The president who was strongly supported by citizens in our age group, the
one that showed the passion behind the
slogan of “Change,” the one who made
us proud to say we were American
because we elected an African-American
president, spoke last night.
But where has this president been for
the last three years? It seems awfully
convenient that this awe-inspiring State
of the Union comes at such a pivotal time
in this election year.

Road Blockheads

A

		
h, to stroll the promenade!
The word itself harkens back to
a time of elegance and beauty; of
ladies in sun hats, petticoats and silken parasols, gentlemen with waxed
mustaches and dinner jackets, children laughing, dogs barking, couples
promenading.
Sadly, Montclair’s promenade will
no longer conjure any of these fond
images of yesteryear. Instead, it has
become a painful memory for those
poor, unfortunate souls who once
frequented that magnificent asphalt
with great ease.
The University Promenade, better known as “you know, that road
between the Student Center and
University Hall. What? Why is it
called a promenade?,” has connected

Joseph Trajanoski | The Montclarion

Calcia and Dickson to the rest of camDisability Resource Center on campus
pus since their inception, providing
have not been given keys to the locks so
access for campus vehicles
to various
access
to this difficult road has been cut
Hannah
Scherba | The
Montclarion
inner-campus buildings … Until now.
off.
In an attempt to create a safer enviFor the handicapped population of
ronment for the everyday pedestrian,
Montclair State University who rely on
President Cole hired a team of burly
the mini-shuttles to travel from building
men devoid of all human emotion to
to building in sun, snow, sleet or hail,
install roadblocks that would effectivethis basically implies that they have
ly halt those wild Montclair drivers, or
been forgotten, or worse, ignored, by the
driver, from plowing into students (or
administration.
student).
This may not seem like a problem
The new roadblocks, in the form
with such a warm winter, but that road
of large metal poles protruding from
can be a hassle under any condition,
beneath the earth, may make pedesmuch less a hazard like slippery sidetrians a little safer, but is it worth the
walks.
added inconvenience that comes with
But the gross ignorance of this deed
it?
stretches far beyond the confines of the
The initial problem lies in the fact
differently-abled world.
that the bus drivers who work for the
Art students, especially those who

work on large installations and require
equipment and resources to create beautiful treasures from trash can no longer
transport the pieces to and from their
respective buildings.
Film students can no longer handle
heavy film equipment, painters can no
longer convey their colossal canvases
and English students can no longer carry
their corpulent containers.
When will the horrors end?
The real question here is whether or
not one accident on campus deserves all
of this overcautious nonsense that seems
to be harming the campus community
more than it is helping it.
We at the Montclarion say, “Occupy
Promenade!”
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Movie Remakes are Hollywood Cash Cow
But moviegoers will not be getting the milk for free

B

ecause
we live in the
era that we
do, remakes
of old — some
call them classic — films are
just something
we have to live
Travis Lancaster with.
columnist
I’m sure
at one point,
we’ve all been sitting down watching what
we thought was a lovely American film, but in
actuality was just an American appropriation
of a creepy Japanese film or a dark Swedish
film.
This is done fairly often in the world of
Hollywood: directors discover foreign gems
but decide they’d be just too dark, or too raunchy for the American public.
Sometimes it’s simply a matter of understanding the film content.
Because foreign cultures are so distinctly
different from our own, it can be difficult to
convince the American movie-going public to
watch these films.
For these reasons, Hollywood, and the
directors who dwell there, can be forgiven —
to a certain extent.
This is because there are some really beau-

tiful foreign films that would go unnoticed
to scheme a way to make a good profit; if a
by an oblivious American viewership, if they
movie won’t sell, Hollywood won’t take it.
weren’t appropriated, and the only reason,
If we consider the recent call for remakes
being that the films are too difficult to underof classic (and successful) American films, it
stand.
doesn’t seem to add up to be much more than
While there is a relatively large fandom
a half-baked profit scheme.
for cult foreign films in the United States, not
Allow me to name a few of the Hollywood
everyone can get into them, and for that, we
remakes that are expected to come out within
have certain remakes to help us.
the next three years (assuming the World
But there are other remakes that don’t make
doesn’t end before they have the chance).
as much sense to me — I’m referring to the
Dirty Dancing, The Great Gatsby, Robocop,
increasingly common instances wherein clasThe Crow, American Psycho, The NeverEnding
sic American films
Story, Scarface, The
are being completeWarriors and Lethal
ly revamped, with
Weapon.
“Hollywood, perhaps more than most other
the only real alteraChances are you
tion being, a cast
successful American industries, is all about recognize some or
more well-known
all of these films
the money game.”
to the public.
because the truth of
Now, more than
the matter is they
ever, it seems that
aren’t that old.
these remake ideas
With Scarface and
are popping up on the desks of Hollywood
Dirty Dancing both born out of the coke-dust
executives and noted directors.
of the 80s, The Crow a cult classic from 1994
It’s not difficult to jump to the conclusion
and American Psycho, one of the most poputhat directors are simply remaking these films
lar American thrillers of all time being filmed
because the profit made the first time around
in 2000, these films don’t have enough reason
was so good.
(to me) to be remade just yet.
Hollywood, perhaps more than most other
And it’s not only about the youthful age of
successful American industries, is all about
these great films, it’s the fact that they were so
the money game.
well received the first time around, and many
Directors and executives are always trying
of them continue to be received as such.

So why else would the Hollywood bigwigs
come up with the idea to remake them?
Along with these classic American films
Hollywood is also planning to remake two
of the most dark, gritty, and amazing foreign
films I’ve ever seen: the cult-classic Japanese
film, Battle Royale; and the hauntingly beautiful Korean action-thriller, Oldboy.
While the American appropriations of these
last two films will turn masses of unknowing
American citizens onto two of the world’s
greatest films, I can’t help but think of all the
ways Hollywood could butcher them completely.
But I can’t see any way for a Hollywood
director to alter these plots (which are so distinctly specific to their respective cultures) and
make an American version without sacrificing
each film’s integrity.
It’s this type of action that leads me to
believe there is no such thing as integrity in
the film industry.
It saddens me deeply, but I probably should
have seen this coming. After all, Hollywood
has always been focused solely on making
money.

Travis Lancaster, an English major, is in his second
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.

Megaupload Kim Dotcom Brought to ... Justice?
Virtual space takes up a little less space

L

ast week,
while
you
were desperately scrambling to search
for information in the
library because
Wikipedia was
blacked out,
the
federal
Alan vallee
g o ve r n m e n t
Arts editor
was moving to
shut down one of the world’s most popular
sites, Megaupload.
With over one billion users and four percent of all Internet traffic, this is clearly a blow
against the freedom of the Internet to send
files too large to email and against free speech
in general.
This seizure and shutdown of the site
occured very conveniently after a large public
stand against SOPA and PIPA, both acts which
would effectively censor the Internet at the
whim of private industry and stifle innovation
and commerce.
Aside from the clear message that the timing of this shutdown sends, this also placed
many other file locker sites into a state of

panic, causing four major ones to shut down
out of fear of similar reprisals.
Realistically speaking, one of the major reasons behind the seizure of Megaupload is due
to the outrageous behavior of founder Kim
Dotcom.
His mansion in New Zealand, where he
was arrested, was the very model of opulence
with almost five million dollars worth of
cars with vanity plates such as “HACKER,”
“GUILTY” or “MAFIA.”
Discretion was apparently not a word that
Dotcom was familiar with.
As expected, netizens did not take what
they saw as an attack on one of the pillars of
Internet freedom, the right to send large files
to each other without needing to resort to
physical mail.
As soon as word of the Megaupload shutdown reached the internet, the hacktivist collective Anonymous embarked on a retaliatory
campaign of viral terror, shutting down the
Department of Justice and FBI’s sites as well as
many music and movie labels’ websites.
Clearly, this is not a good thing for anyone
involved. It would seem to be in the best interest of the entertainment industry, who, if you
crunch their numbers, has lost more money
than the global economy produces in three
years, to allow sites which operate in good

faith and respond to takedown notices as
effectively and rapidly as possible to continue
operating.
Sadly, this is not the case.
Even more disturbing is the manner in
which the “evidence” for this site seizure
was found — by reading the private personal
emails of high-level employees without so
much as an attempt at getting a warrant from
any court in the U.S. where the companies and
law-enforcement organizations are based or
New Zealand where the arrests were made.
This is typically considered illegal and a violation of multiple privacy laws.
Legal questions aside, the shutdown of
Megaupload is a blow to the Internet, which
has lost a staggering four percent of its total
volume.
People who use it for legal reasons, and
to a smaller extent the pirates who will only
overcome this annoyance, will find some other
way to get their music and movies.
I know that I already have.
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Alan Vallee, a political science major, is in his first
year as arts editor for The Montclarion.

Whatever Happened To... New Year’s Resolutions?
And, more importantly, do we miss them?

W

KELYN BORTZ
Columnist

hile listening to the
radio at work
on a slow
December
day, the “nearly
impossible
question” came on
— what is the
most popular
New Year’s
resolution?

To lose weight!
This is probably the only question I have
gotten right in the two years I’ve been listening to this radio segment.
And come on, who wouldn’t like to lose a
few pounds, especially after the holidays?
This got me thinking about how my New
Year’s resolution list was an essential part of
growing up.
I looked forward to a change on January
first. Whether it was to be nicer to my siblings
or to get better grades, I always carried around

a long, and usually crumpled, working list.
But in the past few years I’ve realized that
neither I, nor any of my friends, have sat down
to think about what we wanted to work on in
the new year.
Not sitting down to reflect is really a shame
because, as we get older, it seems to be more
necessary to constantly readjust to whatever
life throws at us.
Why are we no longer scribbling down
wishes for the New Year? Is it just because we
are too busy and don’t remember? Or is there
a part of us that no longer believes in this silly,
but somehow satisfying tradition?
And more importantly, do these lists inhibit us from fostering change on any other day
of the year?
I can hear about half of your responses
now — “they never last anyway.” 		
Resolutions usually work out for about a
week, and then we lose our motivation.
That diet we planned to start? Yeah, salad
three times a day really isn’t working out.
Being nice to a brother or sister? Well, they
aren’t nice back.
Going to church or synagogue more often?

We’d rather sleep.
We make all these plans to change, but then
poof… we quickly forget the goal.
We need more than just a little willpower to
want to work on these changes and an endless
amount of unrestricted determination to make
them stick.
Mix that in with the start of spring semester, going back to work and all the little drama
that goes on in our everyday lives, and we find
ourselves with no time and much too little
sleep to focus on this once time-honored tradition. Furthermore, we are learning to be more
flexible and accepting of change.
Personally, I have come to be an anti-New
Year’s resolution-ist.
For a college student, I don’t procrastinate
all that much. I’m way too big of a scaredy-cat
to put off an essay until the night before it’s
due or to start studying for a big exam the day
before.
But there is one thing that I have been very
good at putting off and that is change, mainly
because it scares the crap out of me.
But, after years of resolutions that will take
effect on a certain date and usually don’t make

Concerning Editorials and Columns

it past week one, I’m now a firm believer in
working on things as they come rather than
putting them off.
If someone’s unhappy with a certain personality characteristic, a relationship, a job,
wouldn’t it be easier to let it go sooner rather
than later? Why make yourself wait three, six
or nine months to change something?
Don’t get me wrong, a New Year’s list is
always a good opportunity for a period of
reflection and reassessment, but why must
it wait for that one day a year to be put into
action?
In a time of ever-upgrading technology,
economic depression, and an increasingly
competitive work world, we are forced to be
more flexible and open to change than we
probably would have been a decade ago.
Maybe without this overbearing list, we’ll
be more inclined to actually follow through on
our goals the other 364 days of the year.

Kelyn Bortz, an English major, is in her first year as
a columnist for The Montclarion.
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Dirty Smears Done Dirt Cheap

Or, actually, by using expensive Super PACs

A

s
the
Republican
nomination
enters January,
and Iowa, New
Hampshire, and
South Carolina
have passed,
the Grand Old
Party looks now
to Florida to find
michelle pisarri the nominee.
columnist
Candidates have
been dwindling
one by one as we get closer to choosing the
Republican candidate.
Since Iowa, the GOP has lost Michele
Bachmann, Herman Cain, John Huntsman
and Rick Perry.
Their campaigns were not as strong as the
remaining candidates for many different reasons: their viewpoints, lack of money or poor
debate performances.
Here is what you need to know: in order
to be elected (for the Republican candidate/
or presidential seat) you need to run a strong
campaign — and for all intents and purposes deliver a message your targeted audience
wants to hear (in this writer’s opinion the key
word is “wants”).
America’s GOP candidates have been trying to do just that.

Candidates’ already disingenuous campaigns simply have this one particularly wicked and tasteless tool to use at their disposalSmear campaigns.
As we see our 2012 election unfolding, we
are witnessing all the candidates being subject
to slanderous ads.
Now, as far as I was aware, some of the
GOP initially desired running a “clean” campaign because their main motive was to be
elected over Barack Obama, and to have a
Republican in office.
At times, Newt Gingrich even quoted
Reagan when he committed to and fully
intended to run a positive and clean campaign.
Nevertheless, after losing badly in Iowa, he
found this to be essentially impossible.
At least in today’s day and age, if it is not
one of your fellow candidates bringing up
your past, it is the media; one or the other will
do their best to peddle their influence and
consequently destroy any hopes of a clean
campaign.
It became very apparent during the primary process that candidates were pointing
their fingers specifically at Mitt Romney to
call off the dogs — those dogs being his Super
PACs (Political Action Committee) who were
running smear ads. Gingrich was and is still
leading that pack.
Romney was addressed multiple times
about that manner. Each time he replied that

he is not, and legally cannot, be associated
with Super PAC as per the rules; and that they
were not his responsibility (he is not in control
of them). An evasive answer? Yes. But a truthful one? I will leave that for you to decide.
There is a problem here though, at least in
my eyes. It implies he stands by the ethics in
which his Super PACs work by; whether he is
in agreement with them or not, he condones
the defacing of his opponents.
Romney is not the only one standing by his
Super PACs’ abilities to defame and ultimately
attempt to destroy other candidates. He just
happens to be catching the most face time
because his Super PAC is a lot more super (by
having more money than others).
Replace him with another candidate you
see fit; this critique still stands. In essence, his
PAC is just better at doing what they do.
Back to the problem at hand: ethics versus
winning, at any “cost”. Yes, there is a bit of an
immovable force keeping him (and other candidates) in such a position. Those Super PACs
are sure votes for them (why chance losing
that?) and their ads, whether truthful or not,
draw in other possible voters; but this is where
we attack the “ethics” of politics, or rather lack
there of.
These ads look to hurt the other candidates
with words that may be true or untrue, and it
causes (necessary and unnecessary) mayhem
and hindering his or her campaign.
Why do we, the voters, allow such behav-

ior? Do we not want a leader that has good
ethical and moral values?
Do we not want a leader that looks to “do
the right thing” whether it is for increasing the
liberty of the people, or increasing regulations,
for big government or small.
As briefly stated earlier, we saw Gingrich
be very adamant about calling out Romney on
his Super PAC campaigns.
His words and unrelenting reaction lacked
a great deal of finesse for the most part. It ultimately showed a negative, but human side to
Gingrich: Frustration.
We also witnessed his actions — which was
not to diffuse his own super PACs. Instead
they were now in response to Romney’s Super
PAC ads, smearing Romney.
This sounds like child’s play.
This is not about who is running or even
what their political policies are. It is about the
ethical avenues Super PACs are taking, and
the reflections placed upon the candidates
because of it.
It seems childlike to try to destroy another
candidate — that is not winning, that is taking
a low road to a high position. If a candidate
wins based on slanderous campaigns, they
may win an election — but will they have
deserved it? Or will they have bought it?

Michelle Pisarri, an English major, is in her first
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.

Two Sticks of Butter Helps the Medicine Go Down
Paula Deen, grease queen, admits diabetes but won’t go lean

T

ake a
tablespoon of
butter, a halfpound burger,
one fried egg,
two slices of
bacon,
two
glazed doughnuts,
some
grated onion,
some chopped
parsley, stack
CrAig mccarthy
them all on top
web Editor
of each other
and 1800 calories later, you have Paula Deen’s
famous Lady’s Brunch Burger.
Don’t forget Paula Deen’s new and improved
trademark house seasoning — diabetes.
It’s an impossible, and probably cruel, feat
to prepare a convincing argument of why
someone deserves diabetes, but in this case,
if anyone does, Paula Deen takes the cake,
cooked with three sticks of butter and a dozen
doughnuts.
It is nice to see though, in the wake of this

unsurprising announcement that many cooks
are not standing behind her in her health
choices, but let’s hope, for common sense sake,
that her fans have the same opinion.
Her longtime publicist even quit because
her decision of the last three years. Although,
we do live in a country of excess and gluttony
that voted George W. Bush in twice and idolizes individuals on Jersey Shore, common and
sense rarely go together when speaking of the
public.
But I ask not to fall into the marketing trap
of the Southern cooking diabetes virus who
defends her recipes to Fox News with the new
slogan, “I’ve always said, ‘Practice moderation,
y’all … I’ll probably say that a little louder
now.”
Moderation she wrote.
I wonder if that’s how she got diabetes?
Because diabetes.org says, while being more
susceptible from genetics, it still needs the
catalyst of an unhealthy life style, and if Paula
Deen has been dipping into her own stash
during her career, I’d say she brought this
recipe of insulin injections on herself.
But here’s the kicker of her shallow demean-

or: she is spinning this into a marketing campaign for a new drug treating type 2 diabetes
with the company Novo Nordisk. Her sons,
Bobby and Jamie, are spearing-heading the
publicity and getting a nice paycheck by putting their buttery hands in the cookie jar.
How did she plan all this?
Three years of prior knowledge — that’s
how.
This is a ridiculous show of irresponsible
influence of a society. Paula Deen has been
preaching her recipes, selling books and living comfortably, $25 million struggles with
diabetes. As stated before, genetics do play a
part, but unhealthy habits are what pull this
dormant disease into a medical issue. We
would ostracize someone for making a prosmoke commercial, so why not throw jellyfilled stones at this heretic of health?
Yet, all is not lost.
Eat what you want because Paula Deen’s
new endorsed drug is said to help weight-loss,
which others do not, reports the New York
Times. And, it only costs $400 more than the
average medical route.
This is why her publicist quit. I mean if

someone whose job it is to spin truths to market and promote products to the mass quits
because of your recent choices, you might have
a problem.
And if that’s not enough cooks in the
kitchen, Bobby Deen is also taking up his own
show, “Not My Mama’s Meals” which the
Cooking Channel has featured on their website.
The public should be outraged at this threeyear well-done burger of market ploys that
the Food Network and others are shoving
down our throats. The Deens should be held
accountable for their deep-fried actions. The
Deens are a family of greedy, deep-dished,
pockets with undercooked morals.
No one should support someone who hid
her illness for three years before she came
up with a marketing plan to keep her family
lathered in butter. And if anyone deserves the
terrible side effects of diabetes, she does.

Craig McCarthy, an English major, is in his first year
as web editor for The Montclarion.

The Social Complex

Teen Facebook use leads to mental disease in budding minds

T

he self
loathing and
quick to react
mind of a teen
is a confusing
and dangerous
place.
It bubbles
and boils over
with ideas of
inadequacy
Alexa coppola
acute
ASst. Opinion Editor and
judgement of
oneself. The thought process of teenagers is an
ever-removed entity from that of adults.
What do we do with the great twenty-first
century technologies at our disposal? Make a
cavernous generation gap even more gaping.
Facebook is the culprit, believe it or not,
and is being held responsible for the birth of a
new form of depression amongst a plugged-in

generation.
The social networking site is not completely
to blame for this branch of mental illness, but
experts do have a sound argument as to its
contribution.
The logic uses a basic formula for depression in teens that is already widely known
about and concerns popularity amongst
peers.
Friends are added and removed, conversations are conducted and made public for all
to view, photos, videos, text, and more or less
anything that could be subject to opinion can
digitally materialize for all the classmates to
judge.
Upon allowing this thought to fester, it may
seem quite ridiculous. The concept of a website
contributing to a mental disease amongst the
nation’s youth is a bit difficult to accept.
Though it does make a lot of sense. A student who is less popular than her or his peers
and suffers from depression, in part, because

of this, would probably like to have more
friends. On Facebook, the number of friends
that one participant has is not up for debate.
It is a number, no grey area, no category for
acquaintances or friends you used to have.
A member of the site is also subject to seeing all that goes on in the life of other friends.
“Home” means the place where the latest
social updates of one’s mates can be viewed. A
user sees photos of a great night that they were
excluded from or a conversation that might
have malicious undertones concerning that
very person.
These are just a few examples of the possible social can of worms that Facebook acts as
an opener for.
Dr. Gwen Okeefe, who was quoted in an
article on cbsboston.com, says that it can be
more painful than sitting alone in a crowded
school cafeteria or other real life encounters that can make kids feel down because
Facebook provides a skewed version of what

is really going on.
“Online, there is no way to see facial expressions or read body language that provide
context,” she says. Dr. Okeefe is a pediatrician
from the Boston area and an author of new
American Academy of Pediatrics social media
guidelines.
And she’s not the only one with strong
opinions about the issues concerning social
networking and Facebook. Opinions editor of
our own Montclarion, Jacob Mercer-Pontier,
had this to say about the issue: “I think it’s
ridiculous but unsurprising. What do you
expect from a website that’s all about liking
things that other people do or say? If that
doesn’t spell social complex then I don’t know
what does anymore.”

Alexa Coppola, a fine arts major, is in her first year
as assistant opinion editor for The Montclarion.
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Subscribing to Your Favorite Game

Constant DLC makes gaming ever more expensive
Thomas Meyer
Staff Writer

A new trend from the video
game industry in 2011 was to
sell a “season pass” of downloadable content (DLC) alongside a newly released game.
Instead of buying all the
DLC for a game separately
as each piece is released, the
season pass is a collection
of all or most of the game’s
DLC for one pre-paid price.
The value of a season pass is
that the total cost could yield
a savings of 15 to 33 percent,
in comparison to individually purchasing the add-ons.
This DLC may be anything
from additional detective
cases in L.A. Noire, extra
characters for Mortal Kombat or new cars and racetracks in Forza Motorsport 4.
Although DLC has become prominent in the last
few years, this type of content is not new. It is the way
that this content is being sold
unseen with season passes
that is somewhat alarming.
For example, when Epic
Games announced their season pass for Gears of War
3 before the game was released in Sept. 2011, the only
details at the time were that
the $30 pass would cover
the first four installments
of downloadable content
into the next year, with the
first releasing in November.
The season pass is essentially paying for a promise
until more exact details on

DLC will kill your wallet!

each installment are revealed.
It is understandable that
this deal may only apply to
diehard fans who do not
mind the price despite lack
of details after already paying $60 to $150, dependent
on the edition bought —
but is the price worth the
admission when the value cannot be determined
at the time of purchase?
Television shows sold
through iTunes also use the
season pass format, but the
value is clearer. The current season of Glee is being sold on the service for

Photo courtesy of Game Informer

$50 in HD quality, and will
have 22 episodes by the end
of the season. At around 45
minutes an episode, that
is a guaranteed 16.5 hours
of entertainment and even
more after multiple replays.
It is unfair to compare
the awkward trappings of
a high school singing club
to space marines slaughtering dudes in the face with
a chainsaw-bayoneted gun
— the season pass can only
do so much for video games.
The purchase is completely
subjective to the player if either map packs or extended

playing time of a game at a
discount are worth the cost.
Meanwhile, developers
and publishers continue to
receive money up front instead of diminishing returns
with each new piece of DLC.
Activision’s Call of Duty
series rolled out its season
pass for Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 as a service
called Call of Duty Elite at
an annual fee of $50 yearly.
The service promises DLC
every month along with
extensive
stat
tracking
and community features.
More of a subscription

than a season pass, with over
23 million copies of the game
sold and over one million
gamers already signed up for
the service, the possibility of
more games becoming giant
services means that we may
see less Super Mario Brothers
and more World of Warcraft.
When it comes to downloadable content, the experience is never “complete,”
and may kill your wallet
faster than the 12-year-old
with the exclusive shotgun camping in the corner of your spawn area.

“Guided By Voices” Not A Bad Way To Go
Let’s Go Eat the Factory offers 90s nostalgia

Photo courtesy of Paster Magazine.

Guided By Voices lookin’ snazzy.

Matt Komar
Staff Writer

Who would have
thought that 2012 would
start as if it were 1995?
Indie bands from the
90s have been reuniting left
and right, from Pavement
to My Bloody Valentine.
The line-up of this year’s
Coachella Festival contains
reunions from the likes of
hardcore stalwarts Refused
and At The Drive-In and
Britpop icons Pulp making their first appearance
in America in 12 years.

New bands have been
looking at the 90s as a source
of inspiration, especially in
the UK, where bands like
Yuck have shaped the classic
all-American sound of DIY
indie rock. Dayton, Ohio’s
Guided By Voices (GBV) recently released an album
after an eight-year hiatus.
This incarnation of Guided By Voices, however, is the
“classic line-up”; the one that
released the highly influential Bee Thousand and Alien
Lanes, before front man Robert Pollard fired a majority of
the group, who were then re-

placed by members of Cleveland band Cobra Verde.
When GBV had their reunion
tour in 2010, they channeled
past spirits; guitarist Mitch
Mitchell’s windmilling, bassist Greg Demos’ showboating and Bob Pollard imbibing
large quantities of alcohol
(when I saw them at Terminal 5, Pollard downed three
quarters of a bottle of tequila
during the show’s duration).
They certainly weren’t acting like the 50-year-old dads
that they are. On Let’s Go Eat
the Factory, their first album
since 1996’s Under the Bush-

es, Under the Stars, the band
continues with their lovably
immature antics. It seems
that nothing has changed
since the band’s golden age:
employing the lo-fi 4-track
recording techniques, short
song lengths and surreal
stream of conscious lyrics.
However, while returning to the sound from the
band’s greatest era may be
a classic act, it is also the album’s greatest crutch as the
album is a near carbon copy
of the iconic and original Bee
Thousand, containing a very
similar pacing and style.
It’s hard to judge the album on its own merits when
it elicits such strong emotions to a bygone era — and
there are many great songs
on the album that unfortunately can’t shake off the
shadows of the past. “The
Unsinkable Fats Domino,”
“The Head” and “Either
Nelson” all define the greatness of Guided By Voices;
these brief tracks each have
a sugary chorus that doubles as rocking anthems and
are as good as “Echoes Myron” or “My Valuable Hunting Knife,” but something
doesn’t feel totally right.
Maybe it’s because the band
is using the same recording techniques to replicate
their classic sound. When
the band did it in the 90s, it

was out of necessity of being
outsiders in the music world.
Now, the band is part of
the indie rock canon and
doesn’t need to record on a
4-track record — it doesn’t
feel as authentic and lacks
the charm of those murkysounding recordings.
But
I’ll cut them some slack —
it’s their first album in over
a decade and Robert Pollard released two solo albums and one with his band
Boston Spaceships in 2011.
Let’s Go Eat the Factory is
not a bad album, but compared to those brilliantly
original classic-era albums,
it suffers in comparison being a near facsimile to these
works. Hopefully, the band
will create a sound to define
this new era of music. But, as
the saying goes, “You can’t
teach an old dog new tricks.”

Komar’s Grade:
3 out of 5 dads that
should give up the
ghost
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Beauty and the Beast as Magical as Ever
A fairy tale classic gets the 3D treatment

Tatiana Stec
Staff Writer

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast returned to the big screen on Jan. 13 in
3D to celebrate its 20th Anniversary.
Disney fans can sing along to the familiar “Be Our Guest” and “Beauty and
the Beast” songs to re-live childhood
memories while new fans make memories with this heart-warming classic.
Since the movie is released in 3D,
special glasses provided by the theatre must be worn. Eyeglasses wearers should not fear — the 3D glasses
are designed to be large enough to
fit over prescription glasses. If the
feeling of two pairs of glasses is uncomfortable, consider wearing contacts to view this delightful tale.
Directed by Gary Trousdale and
Kirk Wise, the original Beauty and
the Beast film was released at the
New York Film Festival in 1991.
The film is based on the French
fairy tale La Belle et la Bête by Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuv.
The enchanting 3D version has
played to a national audience, ranking
number six at the box office with an estimated domestic total of $33,364,000.
The film is about a young woman
named Belle, beautiful inside and
out, who takes care of her father and
spends hours each day reading books.
Egotistical Gaston wants Belle as his

Photo courtesy of filmofilia.com

Beauty and the Beast is a delightful treat in 3D.

wife because she is exquisite, but Belle
wants nothing to do with this rude
and self-centered man. She craves a
life of adventure beyond the limited
community. Belle sings, “There must
be more than this provincial life!”
Belle is a brave and compassionate
young woman. The major illustration of Belle’s strength and fearlessness is when she rescues her imprisoned father at the Beast’s castle
and agrees to remain prisoner if the
Beast sets her father free. She opens
her heart to the horrifying Beast that

takes her captive because she falls
in love with his care and charm.
When Belle is informed of her father’s ill-health, the Beast sets her
free. She comes home to a town
brainwashed by Gaston’s corruption. As Gaston and his followers
plan to ambush the castle, Belle must
decide how to save her true love.
The theme of Beauty and the Beast
is that true beauty is found within,
which is a very important message
for children to understand. The 3D
experience has put a fun and updat-

ed twist on the classic film, building
a deeper appreciation for one of the
most loved Disney movies of all time.

Tatiana’s Grade:
5 out of 5 Stars
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“The Static Jacks” at Williamsburg
Jersey band makes crowds go wild
Opening with the song off If You’re
Young, Defend Rosie, The Static Jacks set
the mood for the rest of their set. The
blend of grungy guitar riffs by Henry
Kaye and Michael Sue-Poi coupled
with Nick Brennan’s racing drum
beats and frontman Ian Devaney’s
raw, passionate voice seemed to reach
out to each and every audience member in a way that persuaded them to
jump, put their hands in the air, and
sing along with Devaney as he thrust
a sign emblazoned with the lyrics
“EVERYBODY **** OFF” into the air.
Audience participation is a strong
point for The Static Jacks; throughout
the entirety of their set they encouraged the crowd to sing along, and the
crowd certainly obliged. The band
played a wide variety of songs, ranging from the percussion-heavy “My
Parents Lied” (for which Devaney
stylishly brandished a tambourine)
to their latest single, “Into the Sun,” a
punk-influenced song which cannot
fully be appreciated until you’ve seen
The Static Jacks thrash about wildly
on the stage as the crowd enthusiastically screams the lyrics, again guidEmilia D’Albero | The Montclarion
Ian Devaney brandishing a tambourine during “My Parents Lied”
ed by colorful signs with the words
at
one
of
The
Static
Jacks’
live
shows.
ment
these
men
step
out
onto
the
“TOGETHER” and “FOLLOW.”
Emilia D’Albero
stage and refuses to cease until the
The Static Jacks are a band you simThe album itself is a melodious
Staff Writer
(and almost painfully accurate) jourlast note of the last song has faded.
ply cannot miss; the rush of energy
For those who were a part of the
Even then, the vigor and passion
and adrenaline that comes from seeing
ney across the timeline that plagues
CMJ Festival this year, The Static Jacks
every human life — doubting the
with which The Static Jacks perform
them live is positively unforgettable.
is a name that should already have its
wisdom of parents, dealing with the
will continue to stick in your mind
In their song, “It’s Such a Shame,”
place in their vocabulary. For those
for an indefinite amount of time.
singer Ian Devaney mentions that
inevitable in a friends-with-benefits
who didn’t, don’t worry — the music
relationship and desperately seeking
What’s more is that this is a sensa“we are flawed by design.” This
of local New Jersey band The Static
T: 3.75 intheory, however, does not seem to
tion that is present at not only some,
more out of a seemingly dismal life.
Jacks will soon be a widespread pheWhile listening to If You’re Young
but all of their live performances.
be applicable to The Static Jacks.
nomenon. Their latest release, debut
may seem in itself an emotional
The Static Jacks supported Mission
album If You’re Young, is certainly a
rollercoaster, the heartbreak and
of Burma at Music Hall of WilliamsEmilia’s Grade:
musical masterpiece, but simply canburg last Thursday, and what hapjoyfulness that this band writes
4.5 out of 5
not give the listener the sense of woninto their songs comes to life and
pened in that venue that night is, even
der and awe they would experience
Amps
hits you right in the face the monow, difficult to express in words.

PRESENT YOUR ID

ANYDAY FOR 25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE CHECK!
•
•
•

FREE PRIVATE PARTY/MEETING ROOM AVAILABLE
HOST YOUR NEXT FUNDRAISER WITH US! 20% BACK!
ENTIRE MENU $9.99 OR LESS … EVEN T-BONES!

ONLY AT THE BROAD STREET IHOP
1129 BROAD STREET BLOOMFIELD, NJ ~ (973) 893-0151
ONLY MINUTES FROM THE MSU CAMPUS AREA!

*EXIT 151 OFF THE PARKWAY & OFF WATCHUNG AVE RIGHT OFF OF UPPER MOUNTAIN AVE!

www.smallstep.gov
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The Cost of Sadness
A look at the film A Single Man
Aaron Marte
Staff Writer

He is a shadow of a man he
once was. He is in hiding in fear
with his guard constantly up. He
suffers through night terrors. He
is spiraling down a road of undying grief. He has troubled himself
numb. The threat of nuclear warfare is the least of his concerns. He
is George Falconer (Colin Firth).
Fashion designer-turned-film director Tom Ford made his very stylish
directorial debut with the 2009 drama
film, A Single Man. A Single Man, the
film adaptation of the 1964 Christopher Isherwood novel of the same
name, follows the story of George Falconer, a gay British university professor teaching literature in 1962 Los Angeles. George Falconer is portrayed
by the legendary English actor, Colin Firth, who was nominated for an
Academy Award for his performance.
Taking place over one day, Nov.
30, 1962, the film begins with George
dreaming of an encounter with Jim
(Matthew Goode), his partner of 16
years, at the scene of the car accident that took Jim’s life eight months
prior to the film’s beginning. Upon
awakening, George attempts to pull
himself together for one last day as
the narration reveals that his depression created by Jim’s death has
led him to plan his suicide for later
that evening. George continues his

day, putting his affairs in order and
enjoying the beauty of isolated incidents he would normally overlook.
Tom Ford’s previous work as a
fashion designer helped shape the
stylistic mise-en-scene in A Single
Man. The vivid nightmare George
experiences at the opening of the film
is both unnerving and breathtaking. The use of dull, dark color and
intimate cinematography help to accentuate the loneliness and misery
George feels as he relives the chilling
scene where he lost his life partner.
This scene also sets the tone for the
remainder of the film as George’s
isolationism drives his depression.
The only times the film is not
masked in gray colors are the instances in which George begins to relish in
the smaller moments of his day, such
as the beauty of a young secretary he
often ignores at work and the neighbor’s daughter whom he often finds
annoying. The screens colors are saturated and brightened to represent
George’s temporarily lifted mood.
In addition to the outstanding coloring and camera work, the superb set
design displayed in the film can also
be appreciated. From the exact automobile models driven in 1960s Los
Angeles to the correct label on the
inside of George’s suit, not a single
cufflink is amiss. Plenty of time, effort and attention to detail were used
to make this film one of the most
aesthetically pleasing of the decade.

Photo courtesy of neaststyle.com
Firth delivers a breathtaking performance.

Colin Firth’s performance is every
bit as amazing as the film’s cinematography. The film perfectly captures the loneliness and vulnerability homosexuals faced in the 1960s.
George’s hopeless situation made
him go through the motions of his
day. The pain is seen in Colin Firth’s
face when he is informed by telephone that he is not allowed to attend
Jim’s funeral. The anger and frustration can be heard through George’s
passionate lecture to his class about
the hate and ignorance invisible minorities are subject and the adjust-

ments they are forced to make to regulate what is deemed as appropriate
behavior. The sadness is felt when
the glass house George and Jim once
lived in, as a statement to the world,
is now only inhabited by one broken man. Finally, hope is seen when
Kenny (Nicholas Hoult) breaks the
boundary of a conventional studentprofessor relationship and reaches
out to George. Colin Firth and the cast
present Oscar-caliber performances that would be shameful to miss.
Do yourself a favor: the next time
you’re browsing Netflix, put this

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close

A hollow tearjerker leaves much to be desired
Ken Macri
Staff Writer

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close
can be viewed as an exploitation
of 9/11 as it sidesteps the event
while focusing strictly on a parallel story that evinces a tragedy
but indolently tries to remedy it.
The film tells the story of an 11-yearold boy named Oskar Schell (Thomas
Horn) whose father was killed during 9/11. Oskar has Asperger’s Syndrome, a condition that has made him
an intelligent child who lacks ordinary social skills. Despite living with
this diagnosis, Oskar is driven to complete self-assigned tasks in relation to
his father’s compelling challenges.
Oskar’s father, Thomas (Tom
Hanks), appears only in flashbacks,
which are broken into short, inadequate segments. After his father’s
death, Oskar searches New York City
for the lock that matches a mysteri-

ous key his father left behind. He has
the help of an old man, known only
as the Renter (Max von Sydow), who
has moved in with Oskar’s grandmother. The Renter cannot (or will
not) speak communicating only with
written notes and hand gestures, yet
he is an amiable companion nonetheless because he has some of the lighthearted attributes Oskar’s father possessed. Oskar’s journey might bring
some tears, but those tears will be
superficial because this story has no
reason to be told. The ridiculous story of a boy searching for a mysterious
key in New York City comes across as
a prototypical fairytale that uses 9/11
simply as context for its existence.
The acting is sincere, especially
from newcomer Horn, but the plot
is a fabrication. The movie is neither about what the key unlocks nor
about 9/11. Rather, it’s about how
we cope with loss, and despite failures and flaws, ultimately we learn

A cherished memory between father and son.

to forgive and continue our lives.
Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close is a tightly crafted, beautifully filmed movie, but a hollow
tearjerker that had no business being scripted in the said context.

Photo courtesy of dispatch.com

Ken’s Grade:
2.5 out of 5 Shams

BFA Gallery 3.5
MSU stars shine in any medium
Katie Winters
Managing Editor

The BFA show has premiered
in Gallery 3.5. Each semester the
BFA class displays their work, and
this year’s class is a stand out.
While the artists all work in different
mediums, there is not one piece that
seems poorly executed or without skill.
The show includes work by Nick
Andriuolo, Haylee Anne, Anne-Marie Caruso, J. Max Chamberlain, Erin
Doris, Erin Doyle, Dustin Gramando,
Zackary Klein, Samantha Mazart, Celina Vibert and Woojae, in photography,
sculpture, painting and mixed media.
Those who have seen the
show have nothing but praise.
.

Woojae “Untitled” Mixed Media

Samantha Mazart “(Untitled) Exterior” and “(Untitled) Interior” Digital Color Print
Katie Winters | Tbe Montclarion
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The “I’ll Just Have One More” Martini
3 oz. gin or vodka
1/2 oz. dry vermouth
3 olives
1 automobile
1 long day
1 diminishing attention span
1 too many
Combine ingredients. Drink. Repeat.
Mix with sharp turn, telephone pole.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

Hockey Goes
1-0-1 on Road
Steve Ricci
Staff Wvriter

The Montclair State University
ice hockey team had two road trips
to take over the snowy weekend.
Cody Inglis and Sean Mertens
would prove to be the difference
makers for this weekend of games.
They first traveled up to the University of New Hampshire for an
SECHL divisional match-up against
the Wild Cats, then to the University
of Connecticut in a non-conference
game.
On Friday, MSU (4-5-3) set out
on a six hour road trip up to UNH
(5-3-2) in must-win game.
Although the game ended in
another tie for the Red Hawks, it was
an exciting game to watch. The Wild
Cats struck first with a goal midway
through the first period, but the Red
Hawks struck back in the second
period off the stick of John Talamo.
Then, early in the third period, a shot
from the point got past goalie Kevin
Fox to put the Cats up 2-1.
Montclair State would capitalize on a power play at the midway
point of the third period to draw even
at two. Mertens converted his own
rebound after receiving a pass from
Joe Redmon.
The two teams would play an exciting overtime period in which both
teams seemed evenly matched. The
game ended in a 2-2 tie, giving MSU
their third tie of the season.
On Sunday, the Red Hawks took
another trip up North to take on the

UCONN Huskies. This was a muchneeded game for the Red Hawks in
which they saw Inglis take over the
points lead for the team by scoring a
hat trick and securing the 4-1 victory
of the Huskies.
“It was a good weekend for us.
We’ve been so hot and cold lately.
I think this weekend was a good
starting point for us. I hope we can
continue to play the way we played
today,” coach Martinez said after the
game on Sunday.
MSU will travel back up to Connecticut to take on an 0-10 Western
Connecticut team on Friday and then
will head into Philadelphia for a
rematch of an early season match-up
against Temple University on Sunday.

Honorable Mentions
(T) MSU 2, UNH 2
Dylan Devereux — 1 goal
John Talamo — 1 goal
Sean Mertens — 2 assists
Doug Kubek — 1 assist
Kevin Tempsick — 1 assist
Kevin Fox — 38 saves

(W) MSU 4, UConn 1
Cody Inglis — 3 goals
Sean Mertens — 1 goal
Doug Kubek — 1 assist
Nick Lieback — 1 assist
John Talamo — 1 assist
Michael Philpott — 1 assist
Kevin Fox — 39 saves
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Yogi Berra Museum to Screen
Basketball Documentary and
Others Through Winter
Jan. 29
Screening/Discussion Unguarded
with guest speaker, Jonathan Hock.

Watch the ESPN documentary, Unguarded,
based on former basketball star Chris Herren,
at the Yogi Berra Museum. After the movie,
join filmmaker Johnathan Hock in a discussion of the movie.

Seating is limited. To RSVP or for more
information, call:

(973) 655-6891

Other Future Events
Feb. 26 - June 17, 1994
March 4 - Training Rules*
*This is not an ESPN film.

March 25 - Catching Hell
April 29 - Little Big Men

OPEN HOUSE!

Thursday, February 2nd 4-8 p.m.
Student Center Annex, Room 113
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New York Makes Giant Playoff Push

Giants set to face off against Patriots in dramatic Super Bowl XLII rematch
Jay Hrina
Assistant Sports Editor

10% Off

Come Pay Us A Visit .... !

College Hall, 1st Floor

Einstein Bagels

From the second Plaxico Burress
caught the go-ahead touchdown
in Super Bowl XLII, Bill Belichick
has been gritting his teeth, eagerly
awaiting another chance to not only
amend and defeat the Giants for
their upset victory, but to embarrass
them in the process.
He’s been salivating at the
thought, hoping to revenge a loss
that no one expected to occur.
You can’t spell believe without Eli,
you can’t spell elite without Eli and
you can’t topple a Brady empire unless you have Eli.
A Hail Mary pass to Hakeem
Nicks to end the first half against the
Green Bay Packers was reminiscent
of a similar prayer to David Tyree
that shocked the nation against the
Patriots in the Super Bowl.
Fool me twice and it’s a shame on
all of us. Nothing has changed about
the 9-7 team between the end of the
regular season and now.
It’s amazing that no one was able
to notice how elite Eli Manning is,
how good the Giants defense is and
how a receiving core that features
three studs can go under the radar.
Even after the 2007 Giants (10-6)
won the Super Bowl, people felt the
Patriots lost that game more than the
Giants won. The Giants still weren’t
that good.
Why it takes so long for the team
to come together and perform to this
level is baffling, but when everything clicks there isn’t a team in the
National Football League better than
the New York Giants.
At the beginning of the season,

when Eli Manning was asked if he
was in the same category as Tom
Brady, Drew Brees and Aaron Rodgers, Manning, emphatically and
without hesitation, answered “absolutely.”
For some odd reason, we laughed
and felt he just wasn’t as good. Some
were even saying that Phillip Rivers,
who was New York Giants property
for all of twenty minutes, was a better quarterback than Eli, and somehow that didn’t seem too far-fetched.
Not only has Eli shown his calm
poise and excellent vision throughout the playoffs, but he’s displayed
an incredible amount of toughness.
The offensive line has been a turnstile and Manning has absorbed the
constant hits and sacks, and shrugging them off as if nothing ever
happened.
The receivers work off of each
other perfectly and each benefits
from it. Remember Steve Smith?
Hakeem Nicks, Mario Manningham
and Victor Cruz have been stellar
for the Giants this season. They’re
clutch, and a lock to catch the ball.
Without their perseverance, Eli
wouldn’t be the fourth quarter magician that he is.
They don’t cry when they don’t
get the ball, they don’t quit on their
team in the middle of a game, cause
a tirade or make anyone look like a
fool.
They’re classy, smooth, suave and
most certainly won’t be underrated
any longer. Tom Brady uses a two
tight end set so frequently because
he doesn’t have the arsenal that Eli
Manning has.
This Super Bowl rematch is incredible. A Harbaugh family reunion
would have been a nice story, but a
rematch of the only Super Bowl that

a Maple Oatmeal
Egg Sandwich

Coupon Offer

Good for 10% off a Maple Oatmeal Egg
Sandwich. Additional charge for Gourmet
topped bagel or Powerbagel. Limit one coupon
per person. This offer cannot be combined
with other special offers pr promotions and is
not valid for past purchases or orders. No
reproduction allowed.Applicable taxes paid by
bearer.

OFFER EXPIRES: 2/9/2012
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Tom Brady and Bill Belichick have
lost in their careers certainly escalates the tension fans have for this
game.
The hype that’s added with the
extra week in between benefits the
NFL greatly, and with all of us on
edge for this Super Bowl Sunday

to arrive, you can bet the league
is grinning at the match-up. What
they should be doing instead is
something about the hideous event
commonly referred to as the Pro
Bowl, which is supposed to ease the
pain of waiting, rather than make it
worse.
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Question of the Week

Men’s Basketball

Are professional athletes overly scrutinized when the season is on the line?
Nick Patriarca
Sports Staff

Nick Verhagen
Assistant Sports Editor

Professional athletes are
often judged and remembered for
how they perform in high pressure situations. These situations
are what separates the good athletes from the great athletes. NFL
players have physical abilities
that can make them seem superhuman to the average fan, therefore it can really strike a nerve
when you see your kicker make
such a human mistake in missing
a field goal that would normally
come second nature to him.

Sports fans need to realize that athletes are just like us.
They feel pressure and occasionally make mistakes. Things aren’t
always as simple as they seem.
To normal people, Billy Cundiff
“choked.” What they don’t realize is that there are several other
factors in making that perfect
kick. I want my team to win as
much as the next guy but I would
never threaten or humiliate a
man for what he did wrong.
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North

NJAC

Overall

7-1

16 - 2

Jay Hrina
Assistant Sports Editor

WPU
MSU

5-2

15 - 4

Passionate sports fans
can take the most minute thing
and turn it into a life and death
situation. Kyle Williams of the
49ers committed two fumbles in
their overtime loss to the Giants
during the NFC title game and
received legitimate death threats
because of it. Of course I always
want my team to win, but people
forget that sports are a form of
entertainment, to escape the
hardships of real life.

NJCU

4- 3

14 - 4

Ramapo

4-3

13 - 5

RU-Newark

4-3

11 - 7

Stockton

6-1

12 - 6

Rowan

2-5

8 - 10

Kean

2-5

3 - 16

TCNJ

2- 6

8 - 11

RU-Camden

0-7

2 - 15

South

1/28 @ TCNJ
2/1 @ WPU

This Week

3 p.m.
8 p.m.

Last Week
1/21 MSU 79, Rowan 74

Who’s Hot This Week

Women’s Basketball
		
North

Andrew August
Forward — Men’s Basketball
After having their six-game win streak snapped, August
helped the Red Hawks bounce back with a combined
45 points and 24 rebounds against Rowan and RutgersCamden.

NJAC

Overall

WPU

7-1

18 - 1

RU-Newark

5-3

14 - 5

MSU

4-4

14 - 6

Ramapo

3- 5

11 - 7

NJCU

0-8

3 - 15

Kean

7-0

16 - 3

TCNJ

5-3

13 - 7

Stockton

4-3

12 - 6

RU-Camden

2-6

12 - 7

Rowan

2-6

8 - 11

South

1/28 @ TCNJ
2/1 @ WPU

This Week

1 p.m.
6 p.m.

Last Week
1/21 MSU 62, Rowan 58
1/23 MSU 66, Cabrini 47

Melissa Tobie
Guard — Women’s Basketball
Tobie helped lead the Red Hawks against Rowan university with 15 points and eight rebounds in a close
victory. Tobie then had an outstanding performance
against Cabrini College with 27 points and seven rebounds.

Swimming & Diving
		
Men’s

NJAC

Overall

TCNJ

3-0

7-1

Rowan

2-0

5-0

Ramapo

0-1

2-1

WPU

0-2

7-3

MSU

0-2

3-7

TCNJ

3-0

6-2

Rowan

2-0

5-0

Ramapo

0-1

0-3

WPU		

0-2

8-4

MSU 		

0-2

3-6

Women’s

This Week
1/28 @ Ramapo

2 p.m.

Last Week
1/18 vs. Vassar
Men - MSU 118, Vassar 107

Game of the Week

1/20 @ NYU Winter Invitational
Men - Third Place
Women - Third Place
1/21 @ Rowan
Men - Rowan 154, MSU 100
Women - Rowan 150, MSU 126

Men’s Basketball

Ice Hockey

Wednesday, February 1 @ 8 p.m.

@ William Paterson University
Montclair State University
Men’s Basketball team will
face off against NJAC North
and local rival William Paterson. WPU is in first place in the
North Division while the Red
Hawks are a game and a half
behind them.

SECHL

Overall

WPU

8-2-2

14 - 6 - 2

CCSU

6-2-1

14 - 5 - 2

Siena

6-2-2

13 - 3 - 4

UNH

5-3-2

8-8-3

MSU

4-5-3

9-7-4

NYU

4-4-1

12 - 6 - 2

Marist

2-5-1

8-6-2

WCSU

0 - 10 - 0

3 - 13 - 1

This Week
1/27 @ WCSU
1/29 @ Temple

7:50 p.m.
1:50 p.m.

Last Week
1/20 MSU 2, NHU 2
1/22 MSU 4, UConn 1

New York Giants Super Bowl
preview
p. 22

Check out TheMontclarion.org
on Monday for Recaps of this
Weekend’s Games
MontclarionSports@gmail.com

Are professional athletes
overly scrutinized with the
game on the line?
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Red Hawks Look to Finish Strong
Men’s basketball currently in second place in NJAC
Raheem Thomas
Sports Staff

Photo Courtesy of Sports Information

Brian Flores drives the lane against Kean University on Saturday, Jan. 7.

The Montclair State University
men’s basketball team continued
to have success this past weekend,
winning a contest against an NJAC
rival.
On Saturday afternoon, the Red
Hawks (16-4) defeated Rowan University at the Panzer Athletic Center.
Montclair was fueled by a three-man
offensive attack. Senior forward
Andrew August led the way with 23
points and 15 rebounds.
Junior forward Ordel Goldson
chipped in with 21 points and a
game-high 17 points and sophomore
guard Daniel Singleton registered 20
points off the bench.
Rowan jumped out to an early
lead, but the Red Hawks displayed
resilience as they regained the lead
going into the half, 36-33.
Rowan attempted to rally back,
but the Red Hawks were able to
hold them off with the strong play
of Goldson , who scored eight of
the team’s final 10 points. Montclair
earned their 16th win of the season
after securing the victory, 79-74.
The team put in an all-around
effort for the win and the concept
of teamwork seems to be the Red
Hawks’ driving force. August believes it is crucial to receive a contri-

bution from everyone that steps foot
on the court. “We need everyone to
put forth an effort because it takes
a team to win games, not just one
person.”
As the season winds down, every
game holds a great deal of significance and with the Red Hawks
currently second in the NJAC North
division standings, teamwork will
be very important.
Following this past weekend’s
game, Goldson attributed the team’s
success to the cohesiveness of a
group who were not familiar with
each other at the onset of the season.
“The most important component
this year has been having all the
guys on the same page. The majority
of the guys were either freshmen or
transfers so it was very important
that we developed good team chemistry.”
The Red hawks still have five
games left in their season. All five of
those games will be against NJAC
opponents and each game will become progressively more important
than the last.
Montclair State is looking to outdo last year’s 20-6 record. The Red
Hawks haven’t been NJAC champions since 2003 and division champions since 2008. The entire NJAC
North division is in a heated race for
the division title. The Red Hawks
will have to stay focused and play
hard if they want to win the crown.

Women’s Basketball Still Fighting for NJAC Title

Red Hawks still in title contention after recent conference dominance
Nick Verhagen
Assistant Sports Editor

The women’s basketball team
managed to increase their win streak
to five games after two solid performances last week. The Red Hawks
(13-6, 3-4 NJAC) faced off against
Rowan University (7-11, 1-6 NJAC)
on Saturday.
The game was won thanks to
solid performances from freshman
forward Melissa Tobie and sophomore guard Theresa Towns. It was
a back-and-forth contest throughout the entire first half. Both teams
managed to tie the game four times
before a late offensive burst gave the
Red Hawks a six-point lead going
into halftime.
One of the key factors in Montclair State’s lead was its ability to
capitalize on turnovers. The Red
Hawks scored half of their points in
the first half this way.
“We have a great group this
year,” said coach Karin Harvey.
“They are focused and hard-working. We have a great deal of depth
and are getting a lot from a lot of
different players.
The second half belonged to the
Red Hawks. Montclair State was
able to bring its lead up to 13 points
with 12 minutes left in the game.
The Red Hawks were able to hold

on to the lead the entire time. The
Profs managed to pull within one
point, but the Red Hawks were able
to hold out for the close 62-58 victory. Tobie finished the game with
15 points and eight rebounds and
Towns finished with 13 points and
six rebounds.
The Red Hawks then hit the road
to play Cabrini College on Monday. The win over Rowan lit a fuse
under the heels of the Red Hawks
and Montclair State easily defeated
Cabrini in a 66-47 blowout.
The Red Hawks took a two-point
lead thanks to two early free throws
by Tobie and they never looked
back. Montclair State held onto the
lead for the rest of regulation.
Not only did they maintain the
lead, but they were able to stay
ahead by at least 10 points throughout the entire second half. Tobie finished the game with an outstanding
27 points and eight rebounds during
her 31 minutes of play.
The rest of Montclair State’s
games will all be conference matchups. Even though the Red Hawks
have had a good season, they are
currently in third place in the North
division of the NJAC conference.
“We just need to keep doing
what we are doing.” said Harvey.
“In many ways, we are a young
team that has shown a great deal of
growth over the course of the season.”
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Jamie Ericson looks for an open teammate in 66-64 loss to Kean University.

